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Net Metering Checkup Time 

T he month of January is a good time to remind ourselves of 

the annually required actions for all cities which provide elec-

tric service to their citizen/owners. 

 

Compliance with Net Metering Law  
 

In the last few months, there has been an uptick in the number 

of calls the MPUA has fielded from members about municipal 

policies on net metering.  Many of you have citizens from time 

to time inquire about net metering.    Yes, municipal govern-

ments are covered by the law and, yes, it has changed since it 

was first adopted about a decade ago.  If you haven’t updated 

your policies and procedures since the last change in 2007, it 

might be a good time to meet with your city attorney or contact 

Floyd Gilzow or Ewell Lawson at MPUA. 

 

Notice of Availability of Net Metering 
 

Regardless of whether your city has any customers with their 

own generation hooked into your distribution system, you are 

required to provide notice of the availability of net metering 

(RSMo 386.890.3(3)) to all your electric customers.  While it 

doesn’t have to be in January, the notice is required to be done 

annually with the method left to the discretion of the city.    

 

January is also a good time to review the communication meth-

od state law requires each city to have available outlining your 

net-metering policies and procedures.  Making available your 

net metering ordinance and application in one convenient 

“packet” or brochure can meet this requirement.  MPUA has 

both a model ordinance and an application template on its web-

site under the resources tab. 

 

Annual Net Metering Report 
 

The law requires (RSMo 386.890.8) an annual report to your 

city council covering the following items: 

 

1) The total number of customer-owned generation units tied 

to your distribution system;  

2) The total estimated generating capacity of the customer 

owned generators; and 

3) The total estimated net kilowatt-hours received from cus-

tomer-generators.  

*Underlining emphasis added 

 

Additionally, the law requires cities to make those annual re-

ports available to any electric utility customer upon request. 

The changing of the year is always a great time to insure that 

your three P’s for Net Metering are all up to date: Paperwork, 

Policies and Procedures.■ 
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