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LED Street Lighting Being Installed                           Ready, Set, Walk!

The City of Independence is looking to 
honor excellent in public service.

Anyone can nominate a City employee, 
volunteer or elected official who has dem-
onstrated outstanding public service, 
valor, and job performance with 
leadership for the annual Susan 
Paxton Block Distinguished 
Public Service Award.

Nomination forms are 
due Friday, August 16 and 
are available from Johnna 
Bodenstab, a Junior Service 
League (JSL) past president; 
at City Hall and the Chamber 
of Commerce, 210 W. Truman 
Road.  Forms may also be printed 
from the City’s website at www.indepen-
dencemo.org. 

Completed forms should be mailed to 
Johnna Bodenstab c/o the JSL at 3122 
South Crysler, Independence, MO 64052.  
Mrs. Block was a member and past presi-
dent of the JSL.  

The late Bill Paxton, father of the late 
Councilmember Block, established the 

award to honor her memory and recognize 
individuals who demonstrate excellence 
while conducting City business.  Mrs. 
Block represented the third council district 

from 1992 until her death November 
11, 1996.  

A selection committee, 
comprised of local service 
club presidents, will select 
the recipient. Joanie Shover 
received the award in 2011 
and Vicki Hon received the 
award last year.

The award is $1,000 plus 
a sterling silver medallion and 

a sterling silver lapel pin.  Pro-
ceeds come from the memorial fund 

established by Paxton.
The recipient will be announced and 

the award presented at the Monday, Sep-
tember 16 City Council meeting at City 
Hall, 111 East Maple. September 24 was 
Councilmember Block’s birth date. 

For more information, call Bodenstab 
at (816) 655-5916.

There is still time to join the Building a 
Healthier Independence “The Mile Starts 
Here” walking program.

The mile-led walks take place at 9 
a.m. every Wednesday through October 
30 and rotate among five parks and trails 
throughout Independence. Water is avail-
able at each walk.

Health Director Larry Jones said the 
free program was launched last year as 
a way to promote physical activity while 
exploring the City’s parks and trails.

“Walking is an easy, inexpensive way to 
lose weight, reduce stress and lower your 
risk of stroke and heart disease,” Jones 
said. “It is also 
a great way 
for people to 
meet others in 
the area who 
are interested 
in exercise.”

The sched-
ule for “The 
Mile Starts 
Here” walking program is:

First Wednesday: The “Farmers’ Mar-
ket route” July 3, August 7, September 4 
and October 2 at the Farmers’ Market, 
at the corner of Truman Road and Main 
Street, and will follow the Truman Histori-
cal Walking Trail.  

Second Wednesday:  July 10, Au-
gust 14, September 11, and October 9 at 
Centerpoint Medical Center Trail, 19600 
E. 39th Street.  Meet in the parking lot 
off Jackson Drive at the medical offices’ 
entrance.

Third Wednesday:  July 17, August 
21, September 18, and October 16 at In-
dependence Athletic Complex, 17800 E. 
Salisbury Rd.

Fourth Wednesday: July 24, August 
28, September 25 and October 23 at Wa-
terfall Park, 4501 S. Bass Pro Dr.

Fifth Wednesday: July 31 and October 
30 at the Health Department, 515 S. Lib-
erty St.  Meet outside the front entrance.

Follow the Health Department on 
Facebook, Pinterest http://pinterest.com/
bhealthyi or Twitter @indephealthdept. 
You can also find information at the Health 
Department’s website at www.buildinga-
healthierindependence.org or call (816) 
325-7185.

Independence is the first city in the 
country with a population of more than 
100,000 to make a 100% changeover 
from high pressure sodium lights to LED 
fixtures. LED light-
ing provides a natural 
white light, improving 
visibility while using 
only half the energy of 
the current fixtures.

In August 2010, the 
City initiated a pilot 
project to evaluate the 
feasibility of replacing 
traditional street light-
ing fixtures with the 
LED lights. 

Independence Power 
& Light (IPL) installed 
LED fixtures in a small 
number of city streets 
to test their effectiveness. Comments and 
observations from citizens and area busi-
nesses were compiled and operational 
costs were compared.  

IPL has calculated changing to the 
new LED lighting could save more than 
5 million kilowatt hours, for an annual 
savings of $650,000.  Not only will it 

provide uniform, quality white light, but 
because it requires less upkeep, the City 
also estimates it will save $300,000 in 
maintenance costs.

In addition to the 
long-term financial ben-
efits, the changeover to 
LED lighting could re-
move more than 31,000 
metric tons of green-
house gases from the 
atmosphere, according 
to the manufacturer.

Mayor Don Reimal 
said, “With these new 
LED street lights, we 
can improve visibility, 
making our residents 
feel safer and encour-
age more social activ-
ity.  Not only are these 

lights more cost-effective, using 50% less 
energy, they are more sustainable, giving 
us the satisfaction that we have made a 
positive impact on our city and left another 
positive legacy."  

Installation of the new lighting is 
expected to be completed by December 
2013.

LED streetlighting uses less 
energy and has lower main-
tenance costs than older 
lights.


